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FUEL-BRIQUETTING AND PACKAGED-FUEL PLANTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
THAT REPORTED PRODUCTION IN 1957 l/ 


by 


Eugene T, Sheridan 2/ and Maxine M. Otero 3/ 


SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


This report presents statistical data on individual plants in the fuel- 
briquet and packaged-fuel industries circularized by the Bureau of Mines, United 
States Department of the Interior, in its 1957 annual survey. This survey re- 
vealed that 17 briquet and 23 packaged-fuel plants were active part or throughout 
the year. 


The annual production capacity of the fuel-briquet industry was 3,088,000 net 
tons, a decrease of 17 percent from 1956. The decline in capacity was caused in 
part by the permanent retirement of 4 plants and also by the reduction in capaci- 
ties of 4 other plants. The rate of production of briquet plants also decreased 
as the industry operated at 35.8 percent of capacity compared with 40.9 percent 
in 1956. Every operating plant in 1957 had an annual capacity exceeding 25,000 
tons. 


The productive capacity of packaged-fuel plants decreased, as 5 plants, with 
a combined capacity of 20,000 tons, ceased operations, and the capacities of 3 
other plants decreased 10,700 tons. These decreases were offset partly, however, 
by 2 plants that were idle in 1956 but were active in 1957, and at the end of the 
year capacity totaled 150,200 net tons. Although total capacity for the industry 
was 14 percent less than in 1956, all packaged-fuel plants operated at reduced 
rates and available capacity was about two-thirds greater than the rate of opera- 
tion. Most packaged-fuel plants are small and 17 of the 23 active plants had a 
rated annual capacity of less than 5,000 tons. 


Nine States produced fuel briquets and 7 States manufactured packaged fuel in 
1957. Wisconsin was the chief producer of briquets and Michigan was the leading 
producer of packaged fuel. Both States are in the Central States region where 
approximately half of the fuel briquets and virtually all of the packaged fuel were 
produced. West Virginia and Pennsylvania also produced large quantities of fuel 
briquets. 


Low-volatile bituminous coal was the principal raw fuel used for manufacturing 
both briquets and packaged fuel (over half of the fuel briquets and all of the 
packaged fuel were made from this fuel). Other fuels used for briquets in order 
of importance were petroleum coke, Pennsylvania anthracite, high-volatile bitumi- 
nous coal, semianthracite, other anthracite, residual carbon, and bituminous cake. 


1/ Work on manuscript completed June 1958. 

2/ Commodity industry analyst, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal Economics 
and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 

3/ Supervisory statistical assistant, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal 
Economics and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 
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TABLE 1. = Fuel-briquetti and packaged-fuel plants in the United tes 
that reported production in 1957 


oe ae [a ne we 
of plant 


FUEL-BRIQUETIING PLANTS 


ARKANSAS 

Arko Briquettes, Inc. weceeeees{ Pe O. Box 151 Fort Smith Semianthracite. 
Fort Gnith, Ark. 

ILLINOIS 

Coal Processing Corp. eeeveesee| 300 West Jackson Blvd. | Buckner Bituminous. 
Chicago 6, Dl. 

INDIANA 

Chicago Briquet Co., Inc. ...../300 Riley Rd. East Chicago |Bituminous and 
East Chicago, Ind. petroleum coke. 

MICHIGAN 

Johnson Coal Cubing Co., Inc. .|9309 Hubbell Ave. Detroit Do. 
Detroit 28, Mich. 

MISSOURI 

St. Louis Briquette Co., Inc. .|3183 Morganford Rd. St. Louis Do. 


St. Louis 16, Mo. 
Traux-Traer Coal Co. eeccceeeee{lIl North Wabash Ave. Kansas City {Anthracite (other 
Chicago 2, Lil. than Pennsylva- 
nia), semi- 
anthracite, and 
petroleum coke. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
American Briquet Cos eeseceesee (1922 Lewis Tower Bldg. |Lykens Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. anthracite. 
Pine Grove Do. 
WASHINGTON 
Washington Natural Gas Co. ..../1507 Fourth Ave. Seattle Residual carbon 
Seattle 11, Wash. from manufac- 
ture of oil 
Base 
WEST. VIRGINIA 
Berwind Fuel Co. eoceccecceseee|L41 West Jackson Blvd. |Berwind Bituminous. 
Chicago 4, Dl. 
Raleigh Wyoming Mining Co. ....|360 West Jackson Blvd. |Glen Rogers Bo. 
Chicago 6, Il. 
WISCONSIN 
Berwind Fuel Co. eeovcscccecces (ltl West Jackson Blvd. |Superior Bituminous and 
Chicago 4, Ill. Pennsylvania 
anthracite. 
Arthur Kuesel Coal Co. «seeeeee|794 North Water St. Milwaukee Bituminous, 
Milwaukee 2, Wis. Pennsylvania 
anthracite, and 
petroleum coke. 
The C. Reiss Coal Cow ecoceseeejReiss Bldg. Ashland Bituminous and 
Sheboygan, Wis. Pennsylvania 
anthracite. 
Green Bay Do. 
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Operator 


WISCONSIN (Con. . 


Stott Briquet Co., Inc. ......./2200 University Ave. 


St. Paul 14, Minn. 


North American Coal & Dock Co., 
United Coal & Dock Div. 


70k West Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 


PACKAG LANTS 

LLLINOLS 

Harrington-McKinstra essecsceees| Denton & Washington Sts. 
Freeport, Dil. 

INDIANA 


Superior Fuel Co. sevsecveccece 919 Wells St. 

Fort Wayne 7, Ind. 

319 South St. Peter St. 
South Bend, Ind. 

1506 South Anthony Blvd. 


Fort Wayne 4, Ind. 


Ullery-Hartman Fuel & Supply 
Co. @eeeoaeevn@a@eoeaoenoeve0ecaeosnseoedecdeoses 000680 


Walton Coal & Oil Co. @#eeeoee@0e00 


MICHIGAN 
Bricker Bros. secccesesccseceee (CH5Ol Sherwood Ave. 
Center Line, Mich. 
9309 Hubbell Ave. 
Detroit 28, Mich. 
ele Smith St. 
Monroe, Mich. 
1021 West Front St. 
Monroe, Mich. 
P. 0. Box 66 
River Rouge 18, Mich. 


Johnson Coal Cubing Co., Inc. . 


K. & K. Coal Co. @eeenvneoevoaodne0oea0ee 8 


Legion Oil & Coal CoO. ceocccccce 
Nicholson Terminal & Dock Co. . 
MINNESOTA 

Simonson Cashway Co. eccoccceces 


OHIO 
Ackerman Coal Co. eeeveoeoenvee 


St. Cloud, Minn. 


1202 Lagrange St. 
Toledo, Ohio 

1287 Air City Ave. 
Dayton 4, Ohio 

5381 Dunham Rd. 
Maple Heights, Ohio 

17230 Waterloo Rd. 
Cleveland 10, Ohio 

112 South Dutoit St. 


Dayton 3, Ohio 


Air City Fuels, INCe cocoscscccse 
Bartak Coal Cos cesscccvecacces 
The Erie Coal & Coke Co. 


Jones Coal Co. e@eoene0002000680606086 
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Location 


of plant 


Superior 


Milwaukee 


Freeport 


Fort Wayne 
South Bend 


Fort Wayne 


Center Line 
Detroit 
Monroe 

do. 


Ecorse 


St. Cloud 
Toledo 
Dayton 

Maple Heights 
Cleveland 


Dayton 


Raw fuel used 


Bituminous, 
Pennsylvania 
anthracite, 
and petroleum 
coke. 

Bituminous, 
Pennsylvania 


anthracite, and 


bituminous 
coke. 


Bituminous. 


TABLE 1. - Fuel-briquetting and packaged-fuel plants in the United State 
that reported production in 1 Con. 
Location 
= fntion [ar nun wea 


OHIQ (Con. 

Moelder Coal Cow cecoccccvcvccsese (Chickering Ave. Cincinnati Bituminous. 
Cincinnati 32, Ohio 

Murray City Coal & Ice Co. ....{1334 Edgehill Rd. Columbus Do. 
Columbus 8, Ohio 

Pacific Coal & Supply Co. ...../6319 Kinsman Ave. Cleveland Do. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Ralph Coal & Supply Co. eceeeeee {O73 Western Ave. Toledo Do. 
Toledo, Ohio 

Whitehouse Coal & Supply Co. ..|8710 Broadway Cleveland Do. 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 

VIRGINIA 

Wright Coal & Oil Co., Inc. ...{1019 West 41st St. Norfolk Do. 
Norfolk 9, Va. 

WISCONSIN 

Frank Kriz & Co. sceccccccvecece| 350 West 23d Ave. Oshkosh Do. 
Oshkosh, Wis. 


The C. Reiss Coal Cow «eeoescceee| Reiss Bldg. Green Bay Do. 
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TABLE 2. = Annual capacity and production of briquettin lants in the 
United States, 1 - 


Aanuad Production 
capacity Percent 
Net tons of annual 
capacit 
1953) Wass ede OSS Seas ee Rete ee ee eeewawer 4,216,000 | 1,780,061 4e,2 
VO Ho sao ava iora Sie wrasse wnssa)ove erat eeie erst aiwse eee erates 4,161,000 | 1,624, 462 39.0 
19D cccccrcccccccccecscrcccccecceeeeons 3,841,000 | 1,629,542 ho.k 
1.956 wea everciai’e ele bees ees eee ewe eee ses 3,716,000 | 1,518,540 4O.9 
1957: 
Plants with capacity of - 
Less than 25,000 tons ceececccccccces --- 
25,000 to less than 100,000 tons ... 36.2 
100,000 to less than 200,000 tons .. 47.2 
200,000 to less than 400,000 tons .. 29.9 
400,000 or more ton sscceecescccece 0 8,1 22 
Plants with production of - naa — i 
Less than 5,000 tons crsccccsecceces (1) 
5,000 to less than 10,000 tons ..... --- 
10,000 to less than 25,000 tons .... 23.7 
25,000 to less than 100,000 tons ... 1,028, 000 37.2 


Q00 


1,700 637,06 


1) Combined with 10,000 to less than 25,000 tons to avoid disclosing individual 
company figures. 


100, 000 or more tons @eeeoeevenaeneaee 80086 


Total @eesoesenveeaeaeoneoeneoneseaeneee ee ee 08 e 8 
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TABLE 3. - Annual capacity and production of packaged-fuel plants in the 
United States, 1 - 


Production 


Percent 
of annual 
Apaci 
1953 CeoeoeeCeoeeseoeeoeeenseseeeeesseeeeeeeeses 34.2 
1954 eeoeesevoesenseeeeseeseeeneeeeseeeene 31.8 
1955 Ceeeeeeeseeseeeseseeeeeeseseneeseene 34.9 
1956 @eeeeoese@a@seoeeoseeoeeoseeaeeneeseeoesneseaesveaeeense eee ee @ 37-2 
1957: 
Plants with capacity of - 
Less than 5 000 tons @#eeen002020008868666 22.3 
5,000 to less than 10,000 tons oe. 
10,000 to less than 15,000 tons woe. 13-9 
15,000 to less than 25,000 tons .... 39.6 
25,000 or more tonS ceccosccccccccces : 
Total eoeseeeoeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeses 47,287 31.5 
Plants with production of - es 
Less than 1,000 CONS: sis: bie swite-aele wetewce 20.0 
1,000 to less than 3,000 tons cecece ° 
3,000 to less than 5,000 TONE cecoee = 
5,000 to less than 10,000 tons .eoe. 39.6 
10,000 or more toOnS cecccccccccccccs ‘ 
Total @®eeeenv00020080006008800080088880 0 31.5 


lf Cambined to ‘avoid disclosing individual company figures. 
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